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Dear Friends,
It is a recognized fact that all children are born eager to discover and
learn with the potential of being future leaders. They are ready to
explore their world with enthusiasm and curiosity. Childhood should
be a period of endless possibilities. At Rainbow, our administrative
and education staff recognize children’s unlimited inquiry and we
are inspired to work with our children and share their excitement of
discovery. Rainbow’s Family Child Care, Preschool and After School
programs provide high-quality early education opportunities for
learning beyond the typical early education framework. All of our programs have a strong
educational and social emotional component. Our Preschool and After School Programs offer
additional learning opportunities such as Speech and Language Development Therapy, STEAM
curriculum, exposure to the arts, dance and movement activities, nutrition and gardening.
Additionally, children have access to free vision and dental examinations and hearing screenings.
I am pleased to report that Rainbow had a phenomenal 2021! We redefined our new normal after
successfully working through the pandemic. During the year, our preschool program continued to
flourish and enrolled preschool children to our licensed capacity. In addition, Rainbow’s Preschool
Program again earned recognition and was awarded the National Association for the Education of
Young Children (NAEYC) accreditation. The NAEYC accreditation is a professional membership
organization that works to promote high-quality early learning for all young children, birth through
age 8, by connecting early childhood practice, policy, and research.
Rainbow’s school age children returned to their classrooms and continued to return to our
Extended Learning After School Program. Our After School programs offered many opportunities
beyond recreation. Programming was enhanced in 2021 by offering tutoring for children who
needed extra academic support, music and art therapy, dance, new field trips, STEAM and social
emotional activities. Children who attended Camp Marshall enjoyed experiences such as archery,
swimming, art, literacy and sports. We added four additional Family Childcare homes to bring our
total of Family Child Care Providers to eleven. This increase allowed us to provide childcare to an
additional 20 children. Young children ranging in age from six months up to 2.9 years benefitted
from our high-quality, licensed childcare program supervised by our experienced staff.
At Rainbow, we look forward to continued growth and opportunities in all of our programs. We are
committed to continuing to provide our children enriched and engaging experiences, as we know
these early impressionable experiences act as rungs of present and future opportunity for our
children. Thank you for your continued support and shared vision of transforming children’s lives.
Sincerely,

Paula Perrier, Executive Director

LADDERS OF OPPORTUNITY
Elevating Children to their Personal Potential

Providing children with high quality early education care is an essential means to
close the wealth gap, promote healthier lives, and bring equity to communities who
have historically been underserved. Rainbow’s academic enrichment programs and
services provides all children access to quality learning experiences. More specifically,
our holistic and culturally affirming programming offers children a positive educational
trajectory utilizing a variety of resources. Rainbow’s partnerships with several service
providers and contracted professionals are particularly important as they support
and assist students’ academic success and overall wellbeing.
The ladders of opportunity Rainbow provides are positive strategies embedded in
our three programs, namely, Family Childcare, Preschool and Extended Learning
Afterschool Program that elevate children’s academic and social skills to ultimately
improve their future economic status and quality of life. Data reflects the direct
correlation between educational achievement and poverty. Individuals who do not
have a positive early education experience and do not finish high school are nearly
three times more likely to live in poverty as an adult. Whereas college graduates are
one-half more likely to live in poverty than those who did not graduate from college.
Rainbow’s programs encourage and promote children’s academic and social
achievement in order to empower students to reach their full potential and enjoy
the fruits of their labor, regardless of their circumstances at birth. We work with
children as they progress from preschool through elementary school to deepen
their reasoning and critical thinking skills in order to apply their knowledge to
situations later in their life.
In the words of the renowned Civil Rights activist Martin Luther King, Jr., “The
function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically.
Intelligence plus character — that is the goal of true education.”

RAINBOW’S INVESTMENT
IN MUSIC + ART THERAPY
Brings Joy + Restorative Mental Health to Children
Rainbow’s new “Creative Arts Health and Wellness Program” is an on-site
mental health/behavioral program for children between the ages of 3 to 12 years
old. The series of weekly music and art sessions provide preschool and school age
students a means to increase their self-confidence, resiliency, and decrease the
effects of adverse childhood experiences through music and art therapy. Through
the power of music and art, the program’s goal is to offer children strategies to instill
optimal mental health. The longevity and disruption of children’s school schedule and
parents’ uncertainty of employment caused by the pandemic triggered a significant
percentage of our children to experience an increase in their daily trauma and stress.
The need for a creative means to address our children’s mental health was clear and
music and art was a viable means to address our children’s needs.
Music therapy increases children’s cognitive and motor skills. Music affects
certain areas of the brain to form new connections and pathways. When children
work on one skill with music, other skills improve as well. Under the direction of
Kayla Daly, owner of Worcester Center For Expressive Therapies, preschool and
school age music sessions include playing musical instruments, composing songs,
and singing, dancing, or listening to Kayla sing. Music therapy does more than
brighten children’s mood. Children’s brains develop at a faster rate when exposed to
music, helping them to read and learn languages much more quickly than children
who do not. This is because our brain’s way of learning speech is identical to how we
process music. Additionally, music promotes children’s overall health.
Art Therapy is a powerful way to express oneself. Art therapy allows children to
show their ideas and thoughts freely without the use of words. It is a creative
process and improves children’s sensorimotor function, manages emotional resilience,
improves social skills, and fosters self-esteem. Art therapists from the Worcester
Center for Expressive Therapies help children to focus and develop their creative
side of expression. Art therapy is also a way a child’s voice can be “heard” and
appreciated, which can positively affect their behavioral and mental health. Art is
a means for children who are have difficulty expressing their thoughts verbally.
Children are encouraged to use their art to display their feelings and emotions.

During Music and Art sessions, therapists facilitate open discussions with children
regarding their thoughts and emotions in a nonthreatening manner to help increase
children’s self-esteem, confidence, well-being and reduce negative feelings such
as isolation. The Music and Art sessions helped children express thoughts and
decrease their anxiety or stress. During the sessions, there is a sense of cohesiveness, and
children develop a sense of belonging and acceptance.
Positive outcomes of Rainbow’s “Creative Arts Health and Wellness Program,” funded by
grants is an increase in children’s:
• Creativity
• Mindfulness
• Motivation
• Expression of Feelings
• Social Skills

• Self-Esteem
• Coping Skills
• Confidence
• Effective Communication
• Increased Initiative

We are very grateful to the team of music and art therapists at Worcester Center
of Expressive Therapies for their guidance and expertise in assisting our children’s
improved health and well-being.

HOUSE SPEAKER
NANCY PELOSI + CONGRESSMAN
JAMES MCGOVERN
Visited Rainbow Child Development Center
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi visited Worcester on September 9, 2021, and toured
Rainbow Child Development Center with Congressman James P. McGovern.
The purpose of their visit was to highlight the American Rescue Plan that included
financial support to low-income families as a child tax credit. Speaker Pelosi and
Congressman McGovern began their tour by visiting one of Rainbow’s preschool
classrooms. They enjoyed speaking with the children and joined them in singing
songs. They continued their visit by speaking with four Rainbow parents. Parents
informed Speaker Pelosi and Congressman McGovern how the American Rescue
Plan’s tax credit financially aided their families.
“This money helped to pay our bills, it helped my children to continue to come to
Rainbow, for me to be able to work, and it helped us to buy groceries and the food
that my family needed,” Jessica Richards, a parent who also works at Rainbow,
said. “Funding helped Rainbow’s remote-learning students to get the supplies they
needed for school as well as materials for the staff such as computers, printers, desks
and chairs. Additionally, parents stated they were grateful that Rainbow remained
open during the pandemic because they were able to remain employed due to
Rainbow providing reliable childcare. Both Speaker Pelosi and Congressman
McGovern thanked the parents for sharing their experiences.
It was clear both Nancy Pelosi and James McGovern are firm advocates for
children. The Speaker also spoke to the parents about how access to food in education
is essential for children and recognized Congressman McGovern’s advocacy for
providing healthy meals to children. “Food is nutrition, it helps children grow in so
many ways,” The Speaker said and added, “You remind me of a motto we have in
San Francisco: children learning, parents earning. That’s a good combination.”
It was a very special day that all at Rainbow will long remember having the Speaker
of the House of Representatives and Congressman McGovern personally visit our
children and families.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi in Worcester
Nancy Pelosi in Worcester
Speaker Nancy Pelosi stands next to U.S. Rep. Jim McGovern at
Rainbow Child
WORCESTER - Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi meets with parents at the Development Center in Worcester to speak about making child tax
credits permanent.
Rainbow Child Development Center Thursday, September 9, 2021.

WORCESTER - Parents of children at the Rainbow Child Development Center meet with
Congressman James P. McGovern, Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, and Rainbow's
Nancy Thibault Thursday, September 9, 2021.

Nancy Pelosi in Worcester

ELEVATING CHILDREN’S VOICES
Rainbow’s Speech + Language Development Program

Communication skills develop early in a child’s life. Upon enrolling in Rainbow’s
Preschool Program, children are screened for their language acuity. Many of our
preschool children score far below language standards and their speech and
language development is significantly delayed. Rainbow Preschool Program has set
itself apart by offering on-site Speech and Language Development Therapy for over
twenty years.
This vital program is exclusively funded through philanthropic grants. It is essential
due to the fact that over fifty percent of children enrolled in Rainbow’s preschool
program are in need of this therapy, which, if not addressed, often results in impeding
children’s academic and social emotional development.
The pandemic made it difficult for children to achieve standard milestones due to
school closures, illness and disruptions. Many of our parents experienced job loss
or reduced hours due to the pandemic. This stress often overshadowed subsequent
priorities such as attending to their child’s language development. The number of
children requiring speech and language therapy increased by significantly in 2021.
Additionally, a substantial percentage of recently enrolled preschoolers are Dual
Language Learners in need of speech therapy.
Children receive small group speech services from a speech therapist weekly
throughout the year. Rainbow continues to provide this essential on-site therapy for
the following reasons:
Rainbow’s Speech and Language Therapy improves and addresses children’s:
• Articulation problems
• Receptive language problems
• Expressive language problems
• Pragmatic problems

Benefits children gain from speech and language development therapy are:
• The elimination of required speech services in elementary school
• Speech improves to age appropriate milestones after twelve months of therapy
• Increased self-confidence
• Academic, social and emotional progress
Each child in Rainbow’s programs is important and unique. Their voice is recognized
and valued for their talents, strengths and contributions.

SUMMER CAMP
An Essential “Rung” in the Ladder of Opportunity

Rainbow’s summer camp located under the pine trees at Camp Marshall, in
Spencer, MA, offers fun and several challenging activities for children while providing
opportunities to learn new skills, remain active, and make new friends. Approximately
eighty children between the ages of five through 13 years old thrive at Rainbow’s
ten-week, open-air camp.
While camp is all about having fun, it also includes offering children challenging new
experiences. Daily activities include swimming, team sports, archery, rope challenges,
fishing, boating, science, field trips and a vibrant literacy program. Studies report
that low income children who attend summer camp with a robust literacy component
return to school with gains in their reading levels. However, children who do not
read during the summer often lose at least two months of previous acquired reading
proficiency. Many students are working to return to their pre-pandemic levels of
academic aptitude.
Many still struggle academically with “unfinished learning” and social emotional
issues that stem from classroom closures, illness and schedule disruptions caused
by the pandemic. Rainbow has participated in Worcester’s Summer Literacy Initiative
since its onset in 2010. This on-site program led by a literacy coach infuses weekly
literacy in meaningful, engaging instructional activities throughout the summer. The
curriculum builds students’ skills across literacy competencies.
Additionally, a ten-week Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math (STEAM)
series offers children hands-on experiments, and exploration of nature’s wonders.
A component of resiliency, perseverance and empowerment is weaved through
the series led by a contracted scientist certified in mindfulness practices. The
literacy program as well as our STEAM and empowerment series worked to curtail the
effects of summer learning loss and unfinished learning that often results in students’
underachievement.

Children’s positive outcomes from their camp experience include improvement
in the following:
Social Skills Development

Self-Respect & Character Building

Academic Progress

• Responsibility

• Leadership

• Literacy Skills

• Resourcefulness

• Communication

• Math Advancement

• Resilience

• Perseverance

• STEAM Engagement

WHO WE ARE
Rainbow Child Development Center

Rainbow Child Development Center (RCDC) is a non-profit, 501(c) organization in
Worcester, MA that has been providing year round education, after-school programs,
and family child care for low-income children since 1972. The Center’s programs,
namely, Family Child Care, Preschool and School Age Program, offer reliable safe,
diverse, nurturing and academic environments where children enjoy innovative,
hands-on learning experiences.
Enhancing preschool children’s readiness for school in state accredited educational
programming and supplemental services, such as speech therapy and enrichment
programming ranging from STEAM, language, social emotional skills, nutrition and
gardening.
Providing affordable afterschool programs to 120 children daily between the ages of
5 up to 13 years old, year round. The Center collaborates with seven Worcester
Public Schools and offers academic support, arts, social emotional programs,
cultural enrichment, STEAM, recreation and healthy lifestyle instruction.
Facilitating parents to maintain their full-time employment and work toward
becoming economically self-sufficient.

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
YEAR END JUNE 30, 2021

LIABILITIES

ASSETS
Cash			
Accounts Receivable
Prepaid Expenses
Board Designated Cash
Property and Equipment
Total			

$1,437,368
$176,135
$51,579
$46,869
$2,477,801
$4,189,752

Current Portion of Debt $37,780
Accounts Payable
$37,965
Accrued Expenses
$77,430
Long-term Debt		
$218,825
Contingent Debt		
$200,000
Note Payable		
$188,841
Total			$760,841

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted							
Restricted							
Total								

$2,966,149
$26,085
$2,992,234

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Total			

				

$4,189,752

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
REVENUE
Contract Revenue
Grants and Contributions
Client Fees		
In-Kind Contributions
Interest and Other
Total			

EXPENSES
$2,309,916
$506,737
$200
$37,567
$566
$2,854,986

Preschool Child Care
$654,735
Family Child Care
$493,838
School Age Child Care $495,005
General + Administrative $448,765
Fundraising		 $139,907
Total			$2,232,250

								
CHANGE
IN NET ASSETS

$622,736

								
NET
ASSETS - Beginning of year

$23,699,498

							
NET
ASSETS - End of year

$24,322,234

BUSINESS + FOUNDATION SUPPORT
RCDC was generously supported by the
following businesses and foundations:

AAF Alexander Aronson Finning,CPA’s		
Pega Systems					
Aberman Associates				
People’s United Community Foundation		
African Arts in Education				
Pepper’s Artful Events				
Albert Rice Foundation				
RE/Maxx Vision					
Alden Trust Foundation
REACH Y2					
AFL						
Regional Environmental Council			
Bank of America, US Trust				
Reimer Assoc.					
Bank of Canton Mortgage Center			
Reliant Foundation				
Berkshire Bank					
Reliant Medical Group				
Bowditch & Dewey LLP				
Residential Mortgage Services			
Boyd Financial Strategies, Inc.			
Saint Mark’s Parish				
Catch the Science Bug				
Shepherd and Goldstein LLP			
College of the Holy Cross Students			
Southbridge Savings Bank				
Cornerstone Bank					
Stoddard Charitable Trust				
Country Bank					
Telegram and Gazette				
Cutler Associates, Inc.				
The First Congregational Church of West Boylston
Cutler Capital Management				
The Mabel Horne Foundation			
DCU For Kids					
The Worcester Red Sox				
Department of Early Education and Care		
UMass Memorial Hospital Community Relations
DOE - Afterschool Out of School			
UMass Nutrition Program				
Edward Street Child Services		
Uniquely Your Décor				
EEC Children’s Trust Foundation
United Way Central MA Learning Hub		
Enterprise Cleaning and Restoration			
United Way Of Central Massachusetts			
Family Services of Central MA			
Venerini Academy					
Fletcher Foundation				
Webster Five Cents Savings Bank 			
Food Security Infrastructure Grant			
Webster Five Foundation				
George F. & Sybil H. Fuller Foundation		
Wilson Learning Center				
Greendale People’s Church 				
Worcester Community Health Link			
Hannaford Supermarkets				
Worcester Department of Public Health		
Harvard Pilgrim Health				
Worcester Center for Expressive Therapies		
Holy Cross College					
Worcester Food Pantry				
International Ceramic Engineering			
Worcester Polytechnic Institute			
Jewish Health Care				
Worcester Public Schools				
MA Department of Early Education and Care		
Worcester Together Fund
MA Department of Elementary and Secondary Education		
Mass College of Pharmacy Health and Science
Melvin S. Cutler Charitable Foundation		
New England Doll & Novelty Inc.			
One for One Imprint				
Osterman Family Foundation			
Our Lady of Loreto					
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