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MISSION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

To enhance the lives of underserved infants and children by providing quality 
educational and therapeutic programs and services.

DEAR FRIENDS OF RAINBOW,
The early childhood years are crucial as they lay the foundation for  

a child’s cognitive, social, emotional, and physical growth. This 

time significantly influences a child’s future well-being and suc-

cess. The first years of life are characterized by remarkable brain 

growth; 90% of a child’s brain develops by age 5. At Rainbow, 

we are aware of this and strategically plan instruction and experiences that have a positive  

impact on a child’s development. Recognizing the importance of a solid foundation, our  

programs design a curriculum that incorporates areas promoting lifelong learning.

Our programs are designed to foster social interaction through peer relationships, guided 

play, and help children develop critical social skills like empathy, cooperation, and conflict  

resolution. Positive learning experiences prepare children for formal schooling, promoting literacy,  

numeracy, and problem-solving abilities. Children who have had strong early education  

experiences are better equipped to adapt to the academic demands of school. Research shows 

that children who participate in high-quality early education programs tend to have better  

academic performance, higher graduation rates, and are more likely to pursue higher education. 

At Rainbow, we understand that early experiences are crucial for instilling a love for learning. 

Support and stimulation in early childhood help to cultivate curiosity and motivation, setting 

children up for a positive educational journey. 

At Rainbow, our children are provided several opportunities for learning beyond the  

typical framework. Our programs have additional learning opportunities such as Speech and  

Language Therapy, STEAM programs and curriculum, exposure to the arts, dance and movement  

activities, healthy nutrition, and gardening. Children have access to vision and hearing  

screening as well as dental checks. Parent participation is encouraged and supported. 

Rainbow has had a phenomenal year and anticipates continuing our success well into the future. 

 

Sincerely,

Paula Perrier, Executive Director



Today’s children are tomorrow’s adult society. Empowering children through  
innovative academic and enrichment programs is essential for building the foundations of  
lifelong learning and success. Rainbow’s programs address educational inequities, foster  
holistic development, and equip children with the tools they need to succeed academically,  
socially, and emotionally. By focusing on the challenges children face, Rainbow’s  
academic and enrichment initiatives not only improve individual outcomes but also 
contribute to a stronger, more equitable community. 

Early childhood education experiences are the cornerstone for emotional, social, and  
academic intelligence. The foundational skills developed during children’s formative 
years, such as problem-solving, critical thinking, and social-emotional awareness, are 
crucial for navigating today’s complex academic and social environments. Rainbow 
Family Child Care, Preschool, and Extended Learning Afterschool programs provide  
interactive and engaging learning, hands-on activities that spark curiosity, creativity, and 
teamwork, helping children build both academic knowledge and essential life skills.

Rainbow’s success is ingrained in our collaboration with local foundations, schools, state 
agencies, and families, and is a shared priority. Our collaborative approach sustains 
momentum and strengthens our impact, creating a network of support that benefits  
children. By identifying children’s challenges, utilizing community strengths, and  
promoting holistic development, Rainbow’s programs help children to realize their full  
potential. Together, we are shaping a community where every child can succeed and thrive.

BUILDING FOUNDATIONS 
FOR LIFELONG LEARNING



Rainbow’s and enrichment programs are designed to foster and inspire  
students to develop their full potential. The positive impact of these programs  

is both significant and far-reaching, benefiting children across multiple areas of  
development, growth, and learning. Key areas of impact are: 

 

COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT 
+ PROCESSING
Critical thinking skills
Activities challenge children to think  
critically and devise innovative solutions, 
improving their problem-solving abilities.
 

Critical thinking
Children learn to analyze, evaluate,  
and synthesize information, building  
a foundation for lifelong learning.

Mental flexibility
Creative activities stimulate mental  
agility, imagination, experimentation, and  
adaptability, allowing children to explore  
diverse ideas and approaches.

RAINBOW’S 
ACADEMIC AND ENRICHMENT 

PROGRAMS THAT INSPIRE CHILDREN 
TO DEVELOP THEIR FULL POTENTIAL 

EMOTIONAL GROWTH
Enrichment and creative activities
Provide a safe outlet for children to 
express and understand their feelings, 
helping to increase their emotional 
well-being.
 

Confidence Building
Successful enrichment and academic  
endeavors build confidence and 
self-esteem, empowering students to 
take on new challenges.

Resilience
By framing mistakes/errors as learning 
opportunities, creative pursuits assist 
children in developing resilience and 
perseverance.

SOCIAL SKILLS
Collaboration
Academic and enrichment activities  
encourage children to work together 
and understand different viewpoints.

Communication
Students improve their verbal and  
non-verbal communication skills, 
as well as their ability to express 
themselves. 



 PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 
Physical Activity
Plays a crucial role in enhancing  
children’s creativity and physical  
development. Rainbow children of 
all ages, from toddlers to school-age 
children, benefit from daily exercise  
throughout the year. Year-round  
exercise opportunities include children 
enjoying playgrounds, indoor and outdoor 
basketball courts, and the expansive 
outdoor site at Camp Marshall.

RAINBOW’S 
ACADEMIC + ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS

ART AND MUSIC THERAPY
Provides a safe, supportive environment where children express 
themselves creatively through visual arts and music. These  
programs are designed to help children process emotions, cope 
with trauma, and build essential social and emotional skills,  
especially for those who often struggle to communicate through 
traditional talk therapy or face challenges such as anxiety,  
depression, or difficult life circumstances.

STEAM
Science, Technology, Art& Math – Rainbow offers after-school 
lessons for students in all four of its after-school sites 
during the academic year and summer.  The STEAM series  
provides engaging, hands-on learning experiences in science,  
technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics. These  
programs are fun and interactive lessons that spark curiosity and 
build students’ foundational skills, using LEGOS to construct  
real-world engineering themes and robotics.

FINE ART
Children explore various art forms, such as drawing and 
painting, during after-school sessions and at summer camp.  
Rainbow’s Fine Art program is designed to foster creativity, build  
self-esteem, and offer a safe space for self-expression and  
emotional growth.  Children benefit from hands-on projects,  
exposure to different artistic techniques, and opportunities to  
highlight their work. An experienced artist leads lessons. This  
program is especially impactful, helping to bridge opportunity 
gaps, nurture confidence.

NATURAL SCIENCE
Rainbow’s natural hands-on preschool and afterschool science 
programs during the year and summer provide students with 
experiential learning opportunities that engage children directly 
with scientific concepts. These programs foster critical thinking 
by allowing students to conduct experiments, make observations, 
and draw conclusions through real-world activities.

LATIN DANCE
Designed to provide our preschool children access to  
culturally rich dance education that advances physical, social,  
and cognitive development. This program is rooted in a  
multicultural environment and blends age-appropriate dance  
techniques with music, storytelling, and rhythms from Latin cultures.

NUTRITION
Preschool and school-age children are introduced to healthy 
foods, where food comes from (e.g., farms), and encouraged to 
try new fruits and vegetables. They are also taught to increase 
their daily consumption of fruits, vegetables, and drinking water, 
rather than opting for drinks with high sugar levels.



SPEECH + LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT THERAPY
Preschool speech and language therapy specializes in intervention 
aimed at helping young children with communication difficulties. 
Therapy focuses on improving a child’s ability to understand 
and to communicate effectively. Speech therapy aims to reduce  
disparities by providing early and consistent support to equip 
children with the foundational communication skills.

TUTORING
Five former Worcester Public School teachers tutor school-age 
students twice a week. Many of our students are working well 
below grade level.  Individual and small group tutoring assists 
students in decreasing their unfinished learning and increasing 
their confidence, motivation to learn, and inclusive literacy and 
academic skills.

MENTAL HEALTH + WELL-BEING PROGRAMS 
These programs encourage the development of life skills such 
as stress management, emotional regulation, conflict resolution, 
and responsible decision-making. Rainbow’s most recent mental 
health program provided students with skills on how to remain 
calm, ask for help, meditate, and release tension and anxiety 
while having fun through drumming on jembe drums.

Rainbow’s comprehensive academic and enrichment programs are designed to 
foster the growth of innovative, confident, and well-rounded individuals. 

RAINBOW’S 
ACADEMIC + ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS

By thoughtfully integrating evidence-based  
strategies, Rainbow ensures that every child is  

supported in reaching their full potential. 



Rainbow Child Development Center’s team of teachers, group leaders, and staff 
has a dynamic and essential role in advancing foundations for lifelong learning. 
Their work is centered around several key pillars. Rainbow’s Team’s approach 

encompasses the following: 

COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT 
Equip children with problem-solving abilities and creativity, which are crucial in today’s 
fast-paced world. The Team helps children develop fundamental building blocks of 
learning, including literacy, Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math (STEAM), 
and critical thinking skills.

NURTURING ENVIRONMENT
Create a safe, welcoming, and inclusive atmosphere where children feel valued and 
respected. They help children express their wants and needs effectively by using their 
“power words” and help children understand the consequences of their behavior,  
developing empathy and emotional regulation.

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT
Rainbow’s staff reinforces positive behaviors, for example, kindness, respect, and  
honesty. They create an environment that values character development and academic 
achievement, shaping students’ moral compasses.

PEER RELATIONSHIPS
Children have frequent opportunities to develop and strengthen peer interactions, to  
express themselves, listen to others’ opinions without judgment, and demonstrate  
empathy toward peers. 

COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH
Rainbow’s Team of educators and leaders prepares students to become confident  
individuals. Rainbow’s comprehensive approach nurtures children’s intellectual,  
emotional, and social growth, setting a solid foundation for future success.

HOW LIFELONG LEARNING 
IS ADVANCED AT RAINBOW

ADVANCING 
LIFELONG 
LEARNING 
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CHILDREN’S 
CHERISHED MEMORIES OF 

PROGRAMS + ACTIVITIES AT RAINBOW

Children who attend Rainbow often carry lasting memories of joyful, enriching 
experiences that significantly shape their academic, social, and emotional growth. 

Here are some of the highlights children recall from their time at Rainbow.

HANDS-ON EXPLORATION
Children developed curiosity and confidence through interactive, hands-on activities that 
encouraged experimentation and discovery.

FIELD TRIPS
Exciting and educational field trips provided opportunities for fun and learning beyond 
the classroom.

SUMMER SCIENCE PROGRAMS
Having seasonal science activities allowed exploration and participation in memorable 
experiments and fostered interest in science.

ART + CULTURAL EVENTS
Enjoying being creative during their art projects, creative movement sessions, and music 
sessions.

NUTRITION + GARDENING
Planting and caring for flowers and vegetables in Rainbow’s raised beds encouraged a 
connection to nature, nutrition, as children experienced planting, watering, harvesting, 
and eating their food.

SCIENCE, TECH, ENGINEERING, ART, + MATH (STEAM) ENRICHMENT
STEAM lessons using LEGOS challenged children to construct cars, roller coasters, and 
learn how to code, develop teamwork, problem-solving, and communication skills.



CIRCLE OF SUPPORT
THE COMMUNITY’S ROLE

Shaping young minds is a vital responsibility in early education, involving a  
comprehensive system dedicated to children’s development. This collaborative  
effort unites teachers, group leaders, administrators, parents, foundations, and the 
broader community, all working together to create a holistic and enriching learning 
environment for our children.

Partnerships between educators and parents form the cornerstone of effective  
childhood education. Frequent communication among teachers, group  
leaders, and parents results in identifying and understanding each child’s strengths,  
challenges, and interests. This collaboration creates shared responsibility for managing,  
monitoring, and supporting the success of every child. 

Engagement with foundations and community partners further enhances early  
education. Rainbow benefits from a cross-sector collaboration with community  
partners such as the Regional Environmental Council, UMass Nutrition and  
Education, and the MA College of Pharmacy. Additionally, foundations like the  
Reliant Foundation, Fuller Foundation, and the United Way provide crucial funding. 
These financial partnerships enable the hiring of contracted vendors who deliver a 
wide range of Rainbow’s enrichment programs throughout the year.

This collaborative approach yields significant benefits. It addresses children’s  
diverse needs by offering opportunities to explore, be curious, excel, and cultivate 
their talents. Creating a nurturing, welcoming, and diverse responsive early education 
experience, Rainbow promotes a powerful sense of belonging for both children and 
their families. This collaboration instills a culture of trust and open communication.

By embracing this collective effort, Rainbow enriches 
children’s learning experiences, strengthens community 

connections, and holistically addresses each child’s 
needs as an early education and care agency.



STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

Accounts Payable	 $120,330
Accrued Expenses	 $286,885
Current Portion of Debt	 $32,789 
Deferred Revenue	 $619,486
Long-term Debt		  $98,665
Contingent Debt		 $200,000
Total			   $1,358,155

Cash			      $4,243,238
Accounts Receivable	    $659,914
Prepaid Expenses	    $122,994
Board Designated Cash	    $47,049
Property and Equipment	    $2,069,317
Total			      $7,142,512

ASSETS	 LIABILITIES	

Unrestricted							            $5,655,734	      
Restricted							            $128,623
Total								            $5,784,357

NET ASSETS	

Total			     				       	     $7,142,512

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	

Preschool Child Care	 $1,022,012
Family Child Care	 $1,662,601
School Age Child Care	 $1,341,366
General + Administrative	 $840,130
Fundraising		  $157,151
Total			   $5,023,260

Contract Revenue	    $4,876,148
Grants and Contributions	   $685,935
Client Fees		     $191,575
In-Kind Contributions	    $54,676
Interest and Other	    $126,908
Special Event		     $42,998
Total			      $5,978,230

REVENUE	 EXPENSES	

								             $954,970CHANGE IN NET ASSETS	

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

								             $4,829,387 NET ASSETS - Beginning of year	

							                          $5,784,357NET ASSETS - End of year	

YEAR END JUNE 30, 2024



AA Transportation 					   
AAF Alexander Aronson Finning,CPA’s 			 
Accounting Solutions 					   
Amazon 
Ballard Mack Sales & Service 				  
Bank of America, US Trust 				  
Bank of Canton Mortgage Center 				 
Bee Hive Exhibits 					   
BDSupply 						   
Boston Foundation 					   
Bowditch & Dewey LLP 				  
Cliff Cummings Water Services 				  
College of the Holy Cross Students 			 
Coldwell Banker 					   
Cornerstone Bank 					   
Cutler Associates, Inc. 	
Cutler Capital Management 				  
Department of Early Education and Care 			 
DOE - Afterschool Out of School 				  
Eagle Cleaning 
Edward Street Child Services 			 
Enterprise Cleaning and Restoration Corp 			 
F.W. Madigan Company 				  
Family Services of Central MA 				  
Fletcher Foundation 					   
Fuller Foundation 					   
Fontaine Community Foundation 			
Food Security Infrastructure Grant 			 
Fred Harris Daniels Foundation 				  
Gray Landscape 					   
Greater Worcester Community Foundation 			 
Green Leaf Construction 				  
Greendale People’s Church  				  
Harpers Payroll 					   
Incom Inc. 				  
International Ceramic Engineering 			 
Jewish Health Care Center 				  
Kalutas Painting 					   
M & T Bank 					   
MA Department of Early Education and Care 			
MA Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 	
Mass College of Pharmacy Health and Science 		
Mastermans 					   
Mayflower Advisors 					   
Melvin S. Cutler Charitable Foundation 			 
New England Doll & Novelty Inc. 				  
North Brookfield Savings Bank 				  

Osterman Family Foundation 				  
Our Lady of Loreto 					   
Pega Systems 					   
People’s United Community Foundation
Percy’s TV & Appliance 			 
Perrone Landscaping 				 
Point32 Health Harvard Pilgrim 				  
President of the Rainbow CDC Board 			 
Prince Lobel 
Radon Systems 					   
RE/Maxx Vision 					   
Regional Environmental Council 				  
Riemer Assoc. 					   
Reliant Foundation 					   
Residential Mortgage Services 				  
Saint Mark’s Parish 					   
Saint Vincent Hospital 					  
Scavone Plumbing 					   
SEI Consulting 					   
Sequel Law 					   
Shepherd &Goldstein 					  
Southbridge Savings Bank 				  
Stoddard Charitable Trust 				  
Telegram and Gazette Santa 				  
The First Congregational Church of West Boylston 		
The Mabel Horne Foundation 				  
Trudell Electric 				  
UMass Memorial 					   
UMass Nutrition Program 				  
Unibank 						    
Uniquely Your Décor 					   
United Way Centeral MA Learning Hub 			 
United Way Of Central Massachusetts 			 
Venerini Academy 					   
Webster Five
Webster Five Foundation 			 
Whipps Inc 					   
Wilson Learning  Center 				  
Worcester Center for Expressive Therapies 			 
Worcester Community Health Link 			 
Worcester Department of Public Health 			 
Worcester Family Health Center 				  
Worcester Polytechnic Institute 				  
Worcester Public Schools 				  
Worcester Together Fund

RCDC was generously supported by the  
following businesses and foundations: 

BUSINESS + FOUNDATION SUPPORT

     T
HANK YOU!



RCDC was generously supported by the  
following individuals:  
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